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Title IX expands partnership

BY ERICA LAMPERT
Staff Writer
Nationally, gender-based violence is severely underreported
due to pervasive victim blaming,
social stigmas, widespread misinformation and a lack of understanding of what constitutes
gender-based violence and how
it should be reported. Student reporting of gender-based violence
on Xavier’s campus, however,
continues to increase.
The increase in reporting is
due in part to the quality of services provided, and during the
2015-2016 academic year, Xavier
received twice as many reports
of acquaintance rape compared
to the previous year.
“This increase in reports
means that Xavier students, faculty and staff are increasing their
knowledge of these issues and are
rejecting victim blame and social
VWLJPDµ &KLHI  7LWOH ,; 2IÀFHU
Kate Lawson said. “It means that
the way we are engaging with

each other about this issue, in dialogue and in action, is breaking
down barriers to reporting.”
To continue this increase of
reporting from students, Title
IX and Women Helping Women
(WHW) are expanding their partnership to include more than their
Memorandum of Understanding
(MOU).
Currently, students have access to after hour and weekend
advocacy services with WHW.
However, students will have
opportunities to meet with
WHW advocates on campus
two days a week starting this
spring.
“As anticipated and hoped,
tracking with this increase in reporting, since we established a
IXOOWLPH FRQÀGHQWLDO VWDII  DGvocate position last fall, more
and more students are seeking
advocacy and support services,”
Lawson said. “Our hope in expanding the partnership with
WHW is to continue to strength-

en these services for Xavier
students.”
WHW provides advocacy
and support services for individuals experiencing sexual assault,
intimate partner violence and
stalking.
Some of their services include a 24-hour crisis hotline,
hospital accompaniment, law
enforcement, court advocacy,
support groups and individual
and group counseling.
“We know that prioritizing
students access to confidential,
comprehensive support and
advocacy, through on-campus advocacy and community-based advocacy like WHW,
allows them to understand
their options in a safe space,
make informed decisions and
ultimately increases the likelihood that they will report to
university officials or law enforcement and access the resources that they identify are
best for them in their recov-

ery,” Lawson said.
In addition to the WHW
expansion, there are a number
of other programs students can
become involved with to prevent gender-based violence on
campus.
Currently, SGA, faculty and
several staff members have collaborated to implement their
gender-based violence prevention education program called It’s
on X, which is rooted in the evidence-based bystander engagement approach.
“There are many facets of
Xavier’s gender-based violence
prevention and response systems, all designed to engage
students from the moment they
connect with Xavier,” Lawson
said. “Xavier’s prevention and
UHVSRQVH V\VWHPV DUH VSHFLÀFDOly designed to and are bringing
down the barriers for students
to seek help, report, and ultimately stabilize their educational
paths.”

BY KEVIN THOMAS
Staff Writer
A man was killed and a
woman was hospitalized following a shooting at a soup
kitchen in Over-The-Rhine
(OTR)
Monday
morning.
Georgine Getty, the director
of Our Daily Bread, estimated
that there were around 150 in
the building at the time of the
shooting.
“It’s a miracle nobody else was
hit,” Getty said. “It’s absolutely a
miracle.”
:KLOH ÀJKWV RFFDVLRQDOO\
break out at the soup kitchen,
nothing of this level has ever occurred, according to the staff of
Our Daily Bread.
“We try to be vigilant,” Lakshmi Sammarco, a
Hamilton County coroner,
said, “but you can’t predict
situations like this, no matter
how hard you try.”
The alleged shooter, Robert
Jacobs, was taken into custody shortly after the incident
and charged with murder and
felonious assault. The victim,
28-year-old Deante Mattocks,
was dead before police arrived, but the female victim,
who has yet to be identified,
is expected to make a full recovery, according to WCPO

Cincinnati.
“There was no incident in
the apprehension [of Jacobs],”
Lt. Steve Saunders, one of the
UHVSRQGLQJ RIÀFHUV VDLG ´+H
was cooperating, submitting to
his arrest.”
Staff members at Our Daily
Bread, which is located across
the street from Findlay Market,
worked to evacuate the building
as soon as they realized what
was happening.
“I heard the first pop and I
thought it was just somebody
stepping on a bag or some-

thing,” Garland Butts, the head
chef at the soup kitchen, said,
“and then I looked up, and I
see the guy waving the gun in
the air. Everybody ran back
towards the kitchen where we
were. Me and two other coworkers and we were just trying to get people out. People
were just running out the back
door.”
The shooting caused streetcar
service to be temporarily stopped
due to the heavy presence of police blocking the streets, though
all was back to normal within a

few hours.
The soup kitchen’s staff released a statement later in the
day saying that the shooting
is believed to be the result of
a domestic dispute between
Jacobs and the two victims,
according to WCPO. It also
said that the kitchen would be
closed for several days “to regroup as a staff and work with
the police and security experts
to increase [their] building
safety.”
“Everyone’s really shaken up
by this,” Getty said.

Shooting leaves one dead in OTR

Photo courtesy of presbyteryofcincinnati.org

A shooting left one dead and one injured at Our Daily Bread soup kitchen in Over-the-Rhine Monday morning.
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Orlando City Soccer honors Pulse victims
BY RILEY HEAD
Staff Writer
The Orlando City Soccer Club
unveiled 49 seats in its new staGLXP KRQRULQJ WKH YLFWLPV RI  WKH
Pulse nightclub shooting in June
 7KH DGGLWLRQ ZDV SUHVHQWHG
Wednesday and featured the new
seats arranged in the colors and forPDWLRQ RI  WKH UDLQERZ SULGH ÁDJ
The new seats are a part of a larger
HIIRUWWRKHOSWKH2UODQGRFRPPXQLW\KHDO
The Pulse nightclub shooting
UHPDLQVWKHGHDGOLHVWPDVVVKRRWLQJ
LQ $PHULFD·V KLVWRU\ ,W LV DOVR WKH
deadliest terrorist attack on 86VRLO
VLQFHWKH6HSWDWWDFN
Forty-nine people were killed
and 53 people were injured in the
attack at the nightclub in downtown Orlando known for its
/*%7DQGLPPLJUDQWRXWUHDFK
7KH VWDGLXP ZLOO RIÀFLDOO\
RSHQRQ0DUFKIRULWVÀUVWUHJXODUVHDVRQJDPHDJDLQVWWKH1HZ
<RUN&LW\)RRWEDOO&OXE
´,WZDVP\EHOLHIDQG,NQRZ
LW·V \RXU EHOLHI  DV D FOXE WKDW
WKLV VSRUW FDQ OLIW XS D FRPPXQLW\ DQG KHOS WR KHDO D FRPPXnity,” Orlando City President Phil
Rawlins said on Wednesday in an
interview with Orlando Sentinel
´7RGD\ZH·UHKHUHWRGRWKDWµ
The rainbow pattern of the
seats was chosen to honor the
LGBTQ foundations of Pulse

nightclub and show support and
VROLGDULW\ZLWKWKHFRPPXQLW\WKDW
ZDV PRVW FORVHO\ DIIHFWHG E\ WKLV
DFWRI YLROHQFH
´:H SXW WKHP LQ 6HFWLRQ 
obviously because we felt that was
pertinent — it was June 12 last
year when the tragedy happened,”
5DZOLQVVDLGLQDSUHVVFRQIHUHQFH
´6R WKH\·UH ULJKW KHUH LQ 6HFWLRQ

 WKH\·UH ULJKW GRZQ E\ WKH
EHQFKHV7KH\·OOFHUWDLQO\EHVHHQ
E\ HYHU\ERG\ LQVLGH WKH VWDGLXP
DQG>ZLOOEH@DYHU\VLJQLÀFDQWUHPLQGHURI WKDWGD\µ
The city of Orlando purchased
WKH QLJKW FOXE IRU  PLOOLRQ
LQ 1RYHPEHU DQG 0D\RU %XGG\
Dyer has announced plans to
WUDQVIRUPWKHORFDWLRQLQWRDPH-

PRULDOIRUWKHYLFWLPV
3ODQVKDYHEHHQPDGHWRLQYROYH WKH FRPPXQLW\ LQ RUGHU
WR SURPRWH KHDOLQJ 6HYHUDO
businesses and organizations
KDYH DOUHDG\ PDGH WKHLU RZQ
initiatives to show solidarity
ZLWKWKHYLFWLPVDQGWKHDIIHFWHGIDPLOLHV
“I think it's wonderful that

WKH YLFWLPV DUH EHLQJ KRQRUHG
DQG UHPHPEHUHG ,W VKRZV WKH
GHGLFDWLRQ QHHGHG WR NHHS ÀJKWLQJ WHUURULVP KDWUHG IHDU DQG
LQHTXDOLW\µ ÀUVW\HDU 6DPDQWKD
3HWHUVVDLG
The hashtag #OrlandoStrong
has also started trending online in support of the Orlando
FRPPXQLW\

Photo courtesy 10bestmedia.com

7KH2UODQGR&LW\6RFFHU&OXELQVWDOOHGVHDWVFUHDWLQJWKHUDLQERZSULGHÁDJWRFRPPHPRUDWHWKHOLYHVORVWLQWKH3XOVHQLJKWFOXEVKRRWLQJODVW-XQH

Universities push back on concealed carry law

Photo courtesy guardianlv.com

7KHQHZELOOVKULQNVJXQIUHH]RQHVDQGDOORZVXQLYHUVLWLHVWRFKRRVHZKHWKHURUQRWWKH\ZDQWWRDOORZFRQFHDOHGFDUU\SULYLOHJHVRQWKHLUFDPSXVHV
BY SAVIN MATTOZI

Staff Writer
Governor John Kasich signed
D ELOO LQWR ODZ RQ 'HF  WKDW
ZRXOGSHUPLWXQLYHUVLWLHVDQGFROleges to allow concealed carry on
WKHLUFDPSXVHV7KHELOODOVRDOORZV
concealed carry at day care cenWHUVJRYHUQPHQWIDFLOLWLHVDQGQRQ
VHFXULW\VFUHHQHGDUHDVRI DLUSRUWV
The law downgrades offenses
RI  LQGLYLGXDOV FDUU\LQJ ÀUHDUPV

who are banned due to a felony to
DPLVGHPHDQRU
Despite the change to state
ODZ ;DYLHU·V VSRNHVZRPDQ .HOO\
/HRQ VDLG LQ D VWDWHPHQW WR WKH
Cincinnati Enquirer that the school
does not have any plans to change
WKHDOUHDG\H[LVWLQJÀUHDUPEDQ
Xavier joins other schools in
the area like the University of
&LQFLQQDWL DQG 0LDPL 8QLYHUVLW\
that also intend to keep current

VFKRRO SROLFLHV EDQQLQJ ÀUHDUPV
RQWKHLUFDPSXVHV
7KH SDVVDJH RI  WKLV ELOO FDPH
MXVW WZR ZHHNV EHIRUH D PDVV
shooting at an airport in Fort
/DXGHUGDOH )OD ZKHUH D JXQPDQ RSHQHG ÀUH RQ SDVVHQJHUV
LQ WKH EDJJDJH FODLP DUHD RI 
the Fort Lauderdale-Hollywood
,QWHUQDWLRQDO $LUSRUW NLOOLQJ ÀYH
DQGLQMXULQJHLJKWPRUH
7KLVPRVWUHFHQWDWWDFNVSDUNHG

yet another debate on gun violence
in a nation that has been plagued
E\ PDVV JXQ YLROHQFH LQ UHFHQW
\HDUV ,Q   SHRSOH ZHUH
killed and 1,368 injured as a result
RI  PDVV VKRRWLQJV DFFRUGLQJ WR
the Mass Shooting Tracker, which
FDWHJRUL]HV D PDVV VKRRWLQJ DV DQ
LQFLGHQWZKHUHIRXURUPRUHSHRSOHDUHVKRWLQDVLQJOHLQVWDQFH
´, VXSSRUW WKH XQLYHUVLW\·V GHcision to keep the ban,” Hussain

Tariq, a senior political science
PDMRUDQGHFRQRPLFVPLQRUVDLG
“The university already has legitiPDWH SURWHFWLYH VHUYLFHV IRU WKHLU
VWXGHQWV$OORZLQJSHRSOHWRFDUU\
ÀUHDUPVLVXQQHFHVVDU\µ
In recent years, universities
KDYHVHHQWKHLUIDLUVKDUHRI PDVV
VKRRWLQJV 7KH PRVW UHFHQW RFFXUUHG RQ 2FW   DW WKH
8PSTXD &RPPXQLW\ &ROOHJH LQ
5RVHEXUJ 2UH ZKHUH  SHRSOH
ZHUHNLOOHGDQGVHYHQLQMXUHG7KH
ZRUVW PDVV VKRRWLQJ DW D XQLYHUVLW\ LQ $PHULFD RFFXUUHG ZKHQ
Seung-Hui Cho killed 32 and injured 23 at Virginia Polytechnic
Institute and State University, othHUZLVH NQRZQ DV 9LUJLQLD 7HFK
LQ$SULO
With this kind of history of
PDVV VKRRWLQJV VRPH VWXGHQWV
DUHFDXWLRXVO\RSWLPLVWLFDERXWWKH
XQLYHUVLW\·VGHFLVLRQWRNHHSJXQV
RII RI FDPSXV
´,W PDNHV PH IHHO VDIHU EXW ,
GRQ·WWKLQNLW·VJRLQJWRVWRSSHRSOH IURP KDYLQJ JXQVµ $LFKHWRX
:DLJDDVHQLRUELRORJ\PDMRUVDLG
“Drugs are illegal, but people still
KDYHWKHPµ
“With the recent racial bias inFLGHQFHVRQFDPSXV,GRQ·WWKLQN
that students of color would feel
VDIHRQFDPSXVNQRZLQJWKDWSHRSOHFRXOGFDUU\JXQVµ:DLJDVDLG
As Ohio now joins 24 other
states where universities and other
institutions can decide wether to
continue bans on conceal carry
ÀUHDUPVWKHFRQVHTXHQFHVRI WKLV
GHFLVLRQDUHVWLOOXQNQRZQ

Xavier Newswire
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Major retailers close stores after low holiday sales

Photo courtesy of theburningplatform.com

Fighting competition from online companies, major U.S. retailers like Macy’s and Sears have closed stores after holiday sales failed to meet quotas.

BY MICAH PRICE

Staff Writer
Several U.S. retail giants have
recently announced the closure
of a number of locations nationwide, citing poor sales.
Sears, Roebuck & Company
revealed Jan. 5 that 109 of its
K-Mart stores and 41 of its
Sears Outlets would be closing,

with most locations planning to
cease operations by the end of
March. This news comes after
the company announced the
sale of its Craftsman tool brand
to Stanley, Black & Decker.
Sears closed 200 stores in
2015 and 78 in 2016.
The company did not comment on how many employees

would be affected, but stressed
the company’s commitment to
“treating these associates with
respect and compassion during
this process.”
The news from Sears came
just a day after Macy’s announced that it would close 78
of its department stores, which
will result in the layoff of about

10,000 employees.
Macy’s, which says it will reinvest savings from these closures
in online business and overseas
markets, will have 660 stores remaining in the United States at
the end of the process.
Kohl’s also recently announced lower than expected
holiday sales, which caused

the company’s value to decline
quickly, with a seven percent
drop in the value of the stock
in just one day.
Primarily location based
retailers have faced stiff and
increasing competition from
online retailers in recent years,
and these trends are expected
to continue.
Meanwhile, reports from
Yahoo Finance shows a 250
point jump in stock of the online retail giant Amazon. This
continues Amazon’s strong sales
performance in recent years, as
they continue to acquire greater
share of the U.S. retail market,
as well as the shipping market.
The now-global retailer employs just fewer than 270,000
workers worldwide, growing
astronomically from less than
25,000 employees in early
2008. The company is estimated to be worth nearly $250
billion.
Amazon also continues to
see a rise in paid memberships
for its Amazon Prime program,
which offers free two-day shipping on many items available
RQOLQHDVZHOODVRWKHUEHQHÀWV
Industry experts predict
that location-based retail will
continue to struggle in the
coming years as they face the
increasing popularity of online
shopping.

   
Dec. 5, 11:51 a.m. – Xavier
Police and Physical Plant assisted a person trapped in
the Gallagher Student Center
elevator.
Dec. 10, 1:34 a.m. – Xavier
Police and Cincinnati Fire and
Rescue checked on the well being of an intoxicated underage
student who was passed out
in a taxi in front of Fenwick
Place. The student was transported to his or her residence
in Norwood and was referred
to the Dean of Students for the
code of conduct process.
Dec. 10, 5:55 a.m. – Cincinnati
Police advised Xavier Police that a
student was arrested in the 1000
block of Dana Avenue for criminal damaging and possession of a
fake ID.
Dec. 10, 4:50 p.m. – A student who left his or her purse in
the back of an Uber vehicle was
cited for possession of a fake
ID after the purse was turned
into the lost and found.
Dec. 11, 1:37 a.m. – Xavier
Police and Cincinnati Fire reVSRQGHG WR D ÀUH DODUP DW
Brockman Hall. The alarm
was reset after the building

was checked. The source was not
LGHQWLÀHG
Dec. 11, 10:52 a.m. – A student
reported his or her headphones
were stolen while studying in
Gallagher Student Center.
Dec. 11, 7:40 p.m. – Xavier
Police assisted Norwood Police in
attempting to locate a suspicious
person near U-Station. The subject
was found near Bellarmine Chapel,
warned about pan handling on
campus and escorted to the bus
stop on Montgomery Road.

  





They must have had
the munchies...
Dec. 9, 8:32 a.m. – An
employee reported that someone had broken into a vending snack machine in Fenwick
Place, stealing the entire product line.

Dec. 13, 4:31 p.m. – Xavier
Police assisted Norwood Police
ZLWKDWUDIÀFDFFLGHQWRQ+RSNLQV
Road near Webster Avenue.

student residence, and the student
was referred to Cincinnati Police.
2IÀFHUV VHDUFKHG WKH DUHD IRU WKH
prowlers, last seen going south of
Victory Parkway toward Rockdale
Avenue.

Dec. 15, 7:05 p.m. – Xavier
Police and Cincinnati Fire reponded to Brockman Hall for a
Dec. 22, 6:06 a.m. – Xavier
ÀUH DODUP $ SHUVRQ FRRNLQJ RQ Police assisted Norwood Police
WKHÀUVWÁRRUDFWLYDWHGWKHVPRNH with a possible domestic dispute at
system. The system was reset.
U-Station. All was OK.
Dec. 16, 2:30 a.m. – Xavier
Police assisted Norwood Police
with an intoxicated underage student in the lobby of U-Station.
The student was checked by medics, cited by Norwood Police for
disorderly conduct and escorted
to his or her residence on Hudson
Avenue.
Dec. 16, 2:49 p.m. – Xavier
Police assisted Norwood Police
with a prisoner search. All was OK.
Dec. 17, 2:13 a.m. – Xavier
Police assisted Cincinnati Police
and Fire with an auto accident
with injuries on Victory Parkway
near Ledgewood Drive.
Dec. 22, 1:38 a.m. – Xavier
Police investigated a report of
prowlers in the 1400 block of
Dana Avenue. A car was discovered broken into at an off-campus

Dec. 27, 10:48 a.m. – Xavier
Police and Physical Plant investigated the report of a power outage
near U-Station. Duke Energy was
QRWLÀHG

Jan. 7, 9:21 p.m. – Xavier
Police assisted Resident Life with
a room search at Fenwick Place.
Drug paraphernalia and a fake
,' ZHUH FRQÀVFDWHG GXULQJ WKH
search. Residence Life will follow
up.
Jan. 8, 6:35 p.m. – Xavier
Police and Physical Plant assisted
two persons trapped in an elevator at Fenwick Place. After several attempts to open the door,
Cincinnati Heavy Rescue was summoned to the scene for assistance.

Jan. 8, 7:36 p.m. – Xavier
Police and Cincinnati Fire reJan. 3, 1:11 p.m. – $QRIÀFHURQ VSRQGHG WR D ÀUH DODUP DW WKH
patrol discovered two lockers bro- Campus Services Building. The
NHQLQWRRQWKH$UPRU\GULOOÁRRU area was checked and all was
OK.
Jan. 4, 9:59 p.m. – Xavier
Jan. 8, 10:22 p.m. – Xavier
Police assisted Residence Life with
a room search at the Commons Police assisted Residence Life
Apartments. A small amount of with a room search at Fenwick
marijuana, drug paraphernalia and Place. A small amount of maria fake ID were discovered during juana, drug paraphernalia and
the search. Residence Life will fol- fake IDs were discovered.
Residence Life will follow up.
low up.
Jan. 7, 2:12 p.m. – A non-student attempting to sell tickets to the
game outside the main entrance to
Cintas Center was issued a trespass
warning after ignoring directions
IURPRIÀFHUVWROHDYHWKHDUHD

Jan. 9, 1:56 p.m. – Xavier
Police and Physical Plant helped
a person stuck in an elevator at
Fenwick Place. After 40 minutes, the student was released
unharmed.
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All forms of feminism matter

I am not an expert on feminism. I am still a student, geon. Whenever I would say I want to be a surgeon,
and you can disagree or challenge my ideas. Feminism the question that always follows is “What kind of a
is a word that is not liked by many people, and I think surgeon do you want to be?” This question doesn’t
many of those who don’t like feminism don’t re- devalue any surgeon (unless that was the intention)
ally know its goal and purpose. People are either are but it recognizes that there are different kinds. They
comfortable with misogyny or there is simply a lot of are all important in different ways and they have the
misunderstanding among people who call themselves same goal: to make the patient feel better.
Feminism’s goal is to treat every individual right
feminists. This misunderstanding is common and I was
and not to discriminate anyone
almost affected by it but fortunately
I could learn more about it through
“Feminism’s goal is based on gender and it also advoon female liberation in patridiscussions with friends.
to treat every individual cates
archal systems. I believe it is OK
Through interactions with many
right and not to dis- to have White feminism, if its purpeople, for and against feminism, I
discovered that feminism is often criminate anyone based pose doesn’t in any case underrate
related to White feminism, which on gender and it also other races, but we also need Black
African feminism, Asian
led to the rise of the word “womanadvocates on women feminism,
feminism and other kinds if their
ist” which I would equate to Black
feminism. Alice Walker introduced liberation in our patri- JRDOVDUHWRHPSRZHUDQGÀJKWIRU
archal systems.”
the rights of people who are treated
the term womanist because she
unfairly because of their gender.
felt feminism didn’t cover the is- Sylvia Chemweno
All these kinds of feminism are
sues affecting Black women. I didn’t
know what a womanist was until last year during the necessary because of globalization, diversity and culInternational Women’s Dinner when I was asked if I tural interactions. Feminists in different places adwould call myself a feminist or a womanist. After the dress different issues that may or may not intersect
explanation, I felt it was right for me to call myself a with each other, and if not, that is OK and should be
womanist. I mean I am a Black woman, so why not? respected and supported. For instance, in the United
It was easy until I became more conscious of my States the pay wage discrepancy is a big issue while
identity. I am not only Black. I also have other identi- feminists in Kenya advocate against child marriage.
WLHVWKDWGHÀQHPH,DP$IULFDQVSHFLÀFDOO\.HQ\DQ These two issues are important and fundamental. I
7KHVH LGHQWLWLHV KDYH DV PXFK LQÁXHQFH DV P\ UDFH can’t say you must know all these issues to be a femiLike Alice Walker, I also felt being a womanist didn’t nist, though it could be great if you do. At least do
not shut out other feminists because what they stand
cover some issues affecting the Kenyan Women.
For example, while I was growing up racial identi- for doesn’t resonate
ÀHUVZHUHQRWDELJSDUWRI P\FXOWXUHDQGQRZ,DP with you or your
religious,
trying to incorporate them into my identity with all political,
the issues that come with it. While at the same time social and cultural
still addressing the issues I grew up with as a woman. views. The word
There is African feminism, but it didn’t seem enough. “feminism” may have
I had already interacted with so many people around started in one region,
the world, all with different cultures, that I couldn’t but I believe there
have been feminists
really refer myself to one.
I was confused for a while, and I needed to come before then and gloSylvia Chemweno is a junior
up with a solution that works with our diversity and balization happens in biology major and copy editor for the
global citizenship. I relate feminism with being a sur- movements.
Newswire from Iten, Kenya.

Attack on critcism and how to end it
Before Sunday, most people probably liked Meryl Streep. They probably thought she was a great actress worthy of her many, many awards. Yet, because we seem to have lost the ability to not reduce people to their political views, she has since been lambasted for criticizing President-elect Donald Trump. People have said that she
shouldn’t be allowed to express opinions because she’s an actress and that she should just “do her job.” Well, she
did her job, and she did it pretty damn well.
Here’s something you should know about actors: we are opinionated. Ask any actor his or her opinion on
something, and they will have it, and they will express it proudly. You cannot tell actors not to be opinionated –
it’s like asking them not to breathe. So, yes, Meryl Streep, like every other actor in existence, has an opinion, and
she used a platform that was allotted to her to say what she wanted to say. She had every right to express her
opinion under the First Amendment that Americans hold so dearly, and she used her privilege for the betterment
of society, not for herself. That is the core idea of what actors are taught to do: use your craft to give a voice to
those whose voice is not loud enough.
Her speech, if one bothered to read or listen to it, contained some extremely insightful observations about
the attack on criticism. She made a very clear choice to talk about the press and its role in our lives. Let’s face it:
without the press, we don’t know what’s happening. We can do our own research, sure, but the fact of the matter
is, we need the press to alert us to what’s happening. Even if you think you don’t get news from the press, you
do. You hear the initial story, and hopefully, you do research on your own to form your own opinions about it.
Unintentionally, she makes a much bigger point: the need for criticism. Without criticism, those in power will
only ever do what they think is best, which is not always what is best for everyone else. Throughout this election
cycle, and even after it, I have witnessed Trump, who is currently holding the highest seat in government, reject
nearly all forms of criticism against him, regardless of who it comes from. He did it with Streep, saying that her
opinion doesn’t surprise him because she’s liberal, as if that somehow invalidates her opinion (spoiler: it doesn’t
– she’s still a human) and he’s done it many times before.
This kind of response to criticism is unacceptable for the President. It undermines democracy by ignoring the
voice of the people. Like it or not, Meryl Streep is a citizen of this country, and she reserves the right to voice her
displeasure at unfavorable behaviors taken by the current President-elect. Instead of dismissing the disagreeing
voices, Trump needs to listen to them. As a president, he is going to have to cooperate and compromise – there
is no way around that. If he truly has the best intentions of every citizen in mind,
he’ll start listening and cooperating with them and those representing them to
help them.
As for his supporters, you should hold your candidate accountable for his
actions and do not support him when he ignores criticism, and you should not
ignore the criticism, either. You’re going to be listening to a lot of it for the next
four years. If you start acknowledging that his being wrong will not tear down
the foundation of your morals and that different perspectives will help you understand and empathize with those you disagree with, you will have a much better
chance creating the unity you said you wanted on the day after the results came
back.
Trever McKenzie is a sophomore
The one thing we can all learn from actors is empathy. When you put on the theatre major and copy editor for the
shoes of an enemy, you might just make a friend.
Newswire from Higginsport, Ohio.
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The politics and understanding of unity
Why does society cling to the myth of unity?
Edited by: Abrena Rowe
rowea2@xavier.edu

“All for One and One for
All.” The slogan is the hallmark
of Xavier University’s identity.
It decorates the homepage of
our website. It is the celebratory
battle cry at the climax of graduation. The words even drape from
the roof of Fenwick Hall – our
most central value hung from our
most central building.
These words most certainly
have power. I do not wish to
deny that. However, words can
also be misleading. When I read
the slogan, I cannot divorce it
from the idea of “unity” or being “united.” On the spectrum of
words that have power and words
that do not have power, “unity”
falls in the latter category. The redundant promotion and current
practice of “unity” is not only a
fruitless myth but consequently
destructive.
It is mere ignorance to deny
that Western Europeans, through
policy and culture, used euroexceptionalism to establish themselves as the moral authority
of the world and enforced such
thinking against the will of other
civilizations. Thus, the bondage
of Africans – the legal rape of
enslaved Black and indigenous

women – and the legality of
genocide were all met with moral
MXVWLÀFDWLRQV ,W LV LPSRUWDQW WR
QRWH WKDW DQ\ MXVWLÀFDWLRQ LQ WKLV
regard is, and can only be, selfVHUYLQJ$VRQHMXVWLÀHVDQDFWLRQ
so too must they justify the conscience that initiates and allows
said action.
,Q IDFW HYHU\ MXVWLÀFDWLRQ IRU
the degradation of Black and indigenous life, from colonization
to enslavement to Jim Crow to
mass incarceration, is a means to
soothe the moral conscious of a
generationally oppressive society.
This is not speculation.
&RQVLGHU
WKH
MXVWLÀFDWLRQ
Cleveland Police used after murdering Tamir Rice while he played
in a local park. Consider the jusWLÀFDWLRQ &KLFDJR 3ROLFH XVHG
after pumping 14 bullets into
Laquan McDonald. Consider the
MXVWLÀFDWLRQ 1HZ <RUN 3ROLFH
used after choking Eric Garner
to death while he begged for
EUHDWK &RQVLGHU WKH MXVWLÀFDWLRQ
Baltimore Police used after murdering Koryn Gaines and putting
a bullet through the chest of her
5-year-old son.
“I feared for my life” has proven to be no more than a redun-

dant and empty excuse to make
the immoral feel moral and to
masquerade evil as utilitarian.
I suppose the word “unity” is
proposed with the best of intentions. I imagine one of the reasons America, as well as Xavier,
clings to the myth of unity so
stubbornly is because they sense

“Do Black women, trans, queer or
indigenous peoples
consider our nation,
or our university, in
unity with them?”
- Taylor Zachary
once the myth is destroyed, they
will be forced to deal with pain.
Authentic unity, beyond a comfortable and passive myth, necessitates a painful reckoning with
history. It means confronting
soullessness. It means decentralizing the generational privilege
of White America and working
to repair the wrongs that created and continue to sustain this
privilege.
Donald Trump is evidence of
systemically ignoring a 397-year

path of destruction.
The majority of people
cloaked in Whiteness condition
themselves to ignore themselves
and their own history, while simultaneously resolving Black and
indigenous histories to worthless drudgery. Such a diversion
from truth certainly distorts the
nature of what is and what is
not considered true and the subsequent application of what is
and what is not considered true.
Unfortunately, for the oppressed,
the oppressor has long enjoyed
the social, cultural, economic
DQGSROLWLFDOFDSLWDOWRGHÀQHWKH
oppression.
Even more insidious is the
VHOILQÁLFWHGGHQLDORI RQH·VDELOity to understand one’s fullest self,
LQ DOO LWV ÁDZV DQG EHDXW\ ² QRW
one’s humanity but one’s humanness. It is my assertion that the
persistence of White identity and
White supremacy, both as personal identities and systemic structures that sustain the oppression
of Black, Brown and indigenous
bodies, has been made possible
only through historical hypocrisy. A person nation or university
cannot lay claim to, or, arguably,
even encourage unity when the

entity resists an honest reckoning
with the genesis of partition.
Unity, in America or at Xavier,
cannot be a trusted proclamation
if the claim does not come from
marginalized identities. Do Black
women, trans, queer or indigenous peoples consider our nation,
or our university, in unity with
them? Claiming unity across differences of race, ethnicity, sexuality, gender, class, self-interest, age,
religion and intellectual position,
demands of ourselves something
America and Xavier have never
done and frankly do not know
how to do.

Taylor Zachary is a senior sociology
major and columnist for the 1HZVZLUH
from Oakland, Calif.

The background characters in our personal movies
Over the winter break, I did
quite a bit of thinking about the
people whom I will probably never see again because the only conversation that I had with them was
in line at the grocery store, waitLQJ WR FKHFN RXW <RX NQRZ WKH
background characters in life, the
extras in your movie.
I want you to do the same.
These background characters are
the people whom you only meet
at the intersection, and just like
perpendicular lines, you will never
meet again. However, just because
you will never meet them again
doesn’t mean that they have to
play the sole part of being someone that you met once. The effect
of these people can last forever
in your life, but only if you don’t
brush them off as unimportant.
,ZDVLQ1HZ2UOHDQVODVW\HDU
around Halloween with my friend
Dan. He and I were riding around
on the streetcar, exploring the
city one evening, when a young
guy in his mid-20s with sloppy
brown hair sat down in front of
us and turned around to make
conversation. I found out that he

was from Charlotte and that he
worked for American Airlines,
so he freely traveled to new cities
all the time, spending one night
in each place getting drunk and
wandering around. He asked us
how he could get to a graveyard
that night because he wanted to
JHWVSRRNHGZKLOHKHZDVLQ1HZ
Orleans. Being tourists ourselves,
we had no idea, and “Charlotte,”
as we began to call him (we never
learned his real name,) got off at
the next stop and decided that he
would just hop in an Uber.
I doubt that I will ever see him
DJDLQ DQG , DP FRPSOHWHO\ ÀQH
with that. I’m pretty sure that I
wouldn’t recognize him even if I
did. Charlotte played his role in
P\OLIHDGGLQJÁDYRUWRWKHVWRU\
RI  P\ MRXUQH\ LQ 1HZ 2UOHDQV
and causing me to think more
about exploring different places,
without a care in the world about
creating an itinerary for things to
do when in a new place. Charlotte
just did whatever he wanted. He
wandered around, ignorant, and
VDZPRUHRI 1HZ2UOHDQVWKDQD
person who had carefully planned
everything would have.
It doesn’t have to be a person

whom you have a conversation
with that warrants extensive contemplation and thought. It could
be anyone that you run into, anywhere. I was walking in the park
one day thinking when I saw an

´,DPÀQHZLWK
my ignorance...I get
to wonder about the
mysteries of who
they are, why they
do what they do
and I get to decide
whatever I want
about them.”
.HYLQ7KRPDV
old man walking his dog. The dog
urinated on a tree, then sniffed the
spot that she had wet, and the man
grumbled to himself about the
dog needing to move along. Then
he looked up and said to himself,

not even noticing that I was
there, “Some people check their
e-mail, but you always check
your pee-mail,” and he cackled
to himself way too loudly, in
my opinion, at probably one of
the worst jokes that I have ever
heard.
But still, I couldn’t stop
thinking about him for the rest
of the day. The old man in the
park, struggling to get his dog
to move along at the speed that
he thought was proper. The way
that he laughed at his own joke
that he probably thought was incredible. I wondered if he went
KRPH DQG WROG KLV VLJQLÀFDQW
other that joke, and they just
shook their head and smiled at
his unfunniness, smiled because
they loved him regardless.
I wondered if he even had a
VLJQLÀFDQW RWKHU RU LI  KH OLYHG
alone with his dog. She might
have been his only friend.
I don’t know anything about
that old man in the park in the
same way that I pretty much
don’t know anything about
&KDUORWWH DQG , DP ÀQH ZLWK
my ignorance. It’s more fun that
way. I get to wonder about the

mysteries of who they are, why
they do what they do and I get
to decide whatever I want about
them. They can be a hero or a villain, a moralist or a degenerate.
I want you, reading these
thoughts of mine, to do the same
when you come across someone
like that. Use your creativity. Make
these people that you don’t know,
and never will know into something great. Let yourself be swept
away in the wonderment of which
you imagine them to be, and the
lessons that you can draw from
the short time that you spent in
their presence.

.HYLQ 7KRPDV LV D ÀUVW\HDU (QJOLVK
and Philosophy double major. He is a copy
editor for the1HZVZLUHfrom St. Louis.
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Tigers stun Crimson Tide in
captivating National Title bout
BY KYLE TOOLEY

Sports Editor
After falling just short of a
National Championship a season ago, the Clemson Tigers
captured the 2017 College
Playoff National Championship
with a 35-31 win over the
Alabama Crimson Tide.
The game seemed to be
Alabama’s to lose in the early
going, with Nick Saban’s squad
jumping out to an early 14-0 lead
behind the running of sophomore tailback Bo Scarbrough.
Scarbrough left the game late
in the third quarter, shifting the
momentum to Clemson’s side.
The Tigers found themselves down by three with about
six and a half minutes to play,
but the Deshaun Watson-led
Clemson offense had enough
ÀJKWWRWDNHWKHOHDGQRWRQFH
but twice, late in the contest.
Watson, the junior quarterback who is believed to be
a high pick in the 2017 NFL
Draft, led the Tigers down the
ÀHOGWRJUDEDIRXUSRLQWDGYDQtage with just 4:38 remaining in

line that had all of America
wondering what Coach Swinney
would call.
Trusting his quarterback,
D +HLVPDQ ÀQDOLVW WZR \HDUV
in a row, Swinney called for a
pass to the narrow side of the
ÀHOG DV :DWVRQ ZDV DEOH WR
connect with former walk-on
Hunter Renfrow, whose two
touchdown receptions in the
National Championship outweighed his Division-I offers
(zero) he received coming out
of high school.
Alabama was searching for
LWVÀIWK1DWLRQDO&KDPSLRQVKLS
in the past eight seasons, as
Photo courtesy of si.com
many were calling the 2016-17
Deshaun Watson displayed late-game heroics en route to Clemson’s 35-31 win over Alabama in the National Title game. Crimson Tide the best team in
Championship since 1985, Watson found Williams on a the history of college football.
the game.
Assisted by a few spectacu- marched the Crimson Tide into few more breathtaking connecThis loss to Clemson was its
lar catches by junior wideout enemy territory before explod- tions, forcing an Alabama de- only of the season.
Mike Williams, the Tigers put ing for a 30-yard touchdown fense that boasts arguably the
Watson was named MVP afAlabama in a position that it run that left Dabo Swinney’s best front-seven in the history ter going 36/56 for 420 yards
had not faced all season: a late- Tigers down three with 2:07 to of college football to the brink and three scores through the
play.
of despair.
air in addition to 43 yards and a
JDPHGHÀFLW
The drive took all of two
A costly defensive pass inter- score on the ground.
Jalen Hurts, Alabama’s quarference call with just six seconds
The win gave the Tigers their
terback who was looking to minutes and 31 seconds.
1HHGLQJ MXVW D ÀHOG JRDO WR on the clock set up a Clemson ÀUVW 1DWLRQDO &KDPSLRQVKLS
EHFRPHWKHÀUVWWUXHIUHVKPDQ
quarterback to win a National push the game into overtime, ÀUVWDQGJRDOIURPWKHWZR\DUG since 1981.

Myles Davis rejoins program
BY PAUL FRITSCHNER

14 guys in our locker room. He’s
Staff Writer
going to earn everything he gets
Saturday, Coach Mack an- from this point forward.”
As classes began Monday,
swered questions for about 10
minutes in his postgame press Davis took his place on a Xavier
conference. He was giving thor- team that is just rounding into
RXJK DQVZHUV UHÁHFWLQJ RQ WKH form.
The future of Davis’ career
day’s game and where the team
stands as a whole when he com- in a Xavier uniform was in jeopardy when he was suspended
pletely shifted gears.
$IWHUDQVZHULQJWKHÀQDOTXHV- early in the school year after betion, he reached across the table, ing charged with a misdemeanor
grabbed a piece of paper and de- criminal damaging charge. As the
livered an unexpected announce- days progressed, Mack stated that
ment to Musketeer fans: Myles the terms for Davis’ return were
Davis, after a 129-day, 15-game VSHFLÀFDOO\ GHÀQHG DQG RXWOLQHG
LQGHÀQLWH VXVSHQVLRQ ZRXOG EH to him, and it was up to him to
IXOÀOOWKHP
reinstated to the basketball team.
While all the details regard“I think he needs to continue
to make good choices in order to ing his case were never disclosed,
keep his standing within our pro- Davis is ready to be back and congram,” Mack said. “He’s obviously tribute to the program.
“I am appreciative of the
had a long road to this point, and
his role on our basketball team chance to return for the remainwill be no different than the other der of my senior season,” Davis

Photo courtesy of si.com

Senior Myles Davis has rejoined the men’s basketball team after a 15-game suspension.

said in a statement. “I am looking
forward to playing my part in helping Xavier compete for a Big East
Championship and much more.
There isn’t any place I’d rather be
DWWRÀQLVKP\FROOHJHFDUHHUµ
He’s coming off a season where
he averaged nearly 11 points per
game and was generally considered the leader on one of the best
teams Xavier has ever seen.
What will now be interesting
is to see how playing time develops and if/when he returns to the
starting lineup. The minutes Davis
receives could come from a variety
of places: Edmond Sumner might
have some of his enormous workload relieved, Quentin Goodin
may see reduced action or Davis
may take minutes here and there
from other guards as the lineups
constantly switch.
He has 15 games remaining plus tournaments, so he will
have to gear up quickly to make
the most of the time he has
left. There have been reports by
WCPO reporter Shannon Russell
that he has looked good in limited
action since returning to the court
and that he had been working out
by himself during his time away
from the team.
Davis will be thrown into the
fray of conference play, as the
0XVNHWHHUVEHJLQWKHLUFUXFLDOÀYH
game stretch against high-quality
opponents. After Tuesday’s 79-54
loss to Villanova, Xavier moves
on to play Butler, Creighton,
Georgetown and Cincinnati.
Excluding Georgetown, the other
four teams are all ranked in the
Top 25. Around 11 p.m. on Jan.
26, we’ll have a fairly accurate
picture of where this team is and
what heights they can reach.

NFL Playoffs
start off slow
BY KYLE TOOLEY

Sports Editor
After a lackluster Wild Card
weekend that saw the closest
matchup decided by two scores,
the NFL Playoffs continue with
the Divisional round on Jan. 14
and 15, with two games played
on both days.
Saturday’s slate will see
Seattle travel to Atlanta and
Houston take on the Patriots in
Foxborough, Mass. Sunday’s action will feature Pittsburgh at
Kansas City and Green Bay at
Dallas.
After handily topping Detroit
in what was supposed to be a
close contest, Seattle takes its
high-powered offense and stiÁLQJ GHIHQVH WR $WODQWD WR IDFH
the Falcons and their very own
record-setting offense.
Led by MVP-hopeful quarterback Matt Ryan, the Falcons
boast an 11-5 record and average
33.5 points per game, the highest
in the league.
After winning their Wild Card
game, which displayed a matchup between two backup quarterbacks, the Texans will take on the
Patriots in what may be the most
lopsided playoff game of 2017.
Brock Osweiler, the Texans
$72 million quarterback who
was benched for undrafted Tom
Savage, has regained his starting role due to the concussion
Savage suffered in Week 17.
Osweiler and the Texans
will go up against Tom Brady’s
Patriots, who own the best record in football at 14-2, including
an 11-1 mark since Brady’s return

from suspension.
Pittsburgh takes on Kansas
&LW\LQWKHÀUVWJDPH6XQGD\RIfering a rematch of a week four
contest that saw the Steelers dismantle the Chiefs in Pittsburgh.
After dropping that game by a
score of 43-14, the Chiefs rattled
RII ZLQVLQZHHNVÀQGLQJ
ways to win close contests. Six of
those 10 wins were decided by
one possession.
The Steelers and their offense, led by quarterback Ben
Roethlisberger, running back
Le’Veon Bell and wide receiver
$QWRQLR%URZQZLOOGHÀQLWHO\EH
a test for Kansas City’s defense,
which ranks 24th in the league.
Green Bay overcame an early
GHÀFLW WR HYHQWXDOO\ WURXQFH WKH
New York Giants in the Wild
Card round, sending the team to
Dallas to take on the top-ranked
team in the NFC.
The Cowboys, led by the
rookie duo of quarterback Dak
Prescott and NFL rushing leader running back Ezekiel Elliot,
posted a 13-3 record during the
regular season and lay claim to
WKH1)/·VÀIWKUDQNHGRIIHQVH
Comparatively, the Packers are
perhaps the hottest team in football after winning seven straight
games. Quarterback Aaron
Rodgers has posted All-World
numbers in that span, throwing
19 touchdowns to zero interceptions throughout the seven
games.
The eight remaining teams
look to continue their road to
the Super Bowl with wins this
weekend.
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Globes confronts politics amidst awards
BY SAM MARTINI

Photos courtesy of Getty Images

Recipient of the Cecil B. DeMille Award, Meryl Streep censured President-elect Trump in her acceptance speech.

Staff Writer
7KH WK DQQXDO *ROGHQ
*OREHV KRVWHG E\ -LPP\ )DOORQ
DLUHG 6XQGD\ -DQ  7KLV \HDU·V
award show celebrated several
notable productions but will be
UHPHPEHUHG E\ PRVW IRU La La
Land·V VXFFHVV DV ZHOO DV 0HU\O
6WUHHS·V SROLWLFDOO\ FHQWHUHG DFceptance speech. The ceremony
opened with a musical nod to the
recently premiered La La Land,
DQG DIWHU D IHZ WHOHSURPSWHU LVVXHV WKH VKRZ ZHQW RII  ZLWKRXW
a hitch.
There were several notable
ZLQQHUV IRU WKH ELJ VFUHHQ SURductions. La La Land was the
biggest, walking away with seven
awards including Best Picture
in a Musical or Comedy, Best
Director, Best Screenplay and
%HVW /HDGLQJ $FWRU DQG $FWUHVV
in a Musical or Comedy. Other
notable awards include Best
Picture in Drama, which went
to Moonlight DQG %HVW $QLPDWHG
)HDWXUH )LOP ZKLFK ZHQW WR
Zootopia.
$ZDUGV IRU WHOHYLVHG SURGXF-

tions included Best TV series
Drama, going to The Crown, and
Best TV series Comedy, going to
Atlanta.
2QHRI WKHPRVWWDONHGDERXW
events was a speech given by
Meryl Streep. Upon accepting the
&HFLO % 'H0LOOH $ZDUG 6WUHHS
took the opportunity to disucss
President-elect Donald Trump.
6KH RSHQHG E\ QDPLQJ WKH IRUHLJQRULJLQVRI VRPHRI WKHRWKHU
QRPLQHHV )URP WKHUH VKH ZHQW
on to talk about how broken
hearted she was at the PresidentHOHFW·VPRFNLQJRI DGLVDEOHGNew
York Times reporter just last year.
She continued to talk about
ZKDW LW·V OLNH WR EH DQ DFWRU DQG
how they can use their trade
to change and help the world
WKURXJKWKLVGLIÀFXOWWLPH6WUHHS
ended with a quote by Carrie
)LVKHU´7DNH\RXUEURNHQKHDUW
make it into art.”
:LWKWKH*ROGHQ*OREHVRYHU
WKHQH[WELJVWRSRI DZDUGVHDVRQ
is the Oscars, and judging by the
ZLQQHUVRI WKHVH*ROGHQ*OREHV
LW·VORRNLQJWREHDYHU\FRPSHWLWLYH$FDGHP\$ZDUGV

¶+LGGHQ)LJXUHV·ÀQGVDFFODLPLQSHUIRUPDQFHV

The supporting characters were
EHOLHYDEOHHYHQLI DELWGHSWKOHVV
Kevin Costner had a particularly
LQWHUHVWLQJ WDNH RQ $O +DUULVRQ
showing him as a down-to-earth
man who could be both surprised
DQGVXUHRI KLPVHOI
The scene where he broke
down the “Colored Ladies
Bathroom” sign was both hilarious and inspiring.
Jim Parsons, an interesting
FKRLFH IRU 3DXO 6WDIIRUG UHDOO\
surprised me in the beginning;
his characteristic certainty that we
usually see in his popular role as
The Big Bang Theory·V6KHOGRQZDV
DEVHQWDWÀUVWWKRXJKKHGLGWHQG
to slide back into his know-it-all,
abrasive attitude in the end.
$ ZRUG RU WZR PXVW EH VDLG
about the direction by Theodore
0HOÀ $ERYH DOO KH XWLOL]HG SDUallels and silences the best, in my
RSLQLRQ+LVLPDJHU\RI .DWKHULQH
WDNLQJFKDONIURPVRPHRQHDERYH
her during a big opportunity really
gave weight to every decision that
VKHPDGHDQGWKHLPDJHRI 6DP
Turner (Kurt Krause) running
across the parking lot the same
Photo courtesy of nyt.com
way Katherine did in the beginJanelle Monáe (left), Taraji P. Henson (center) and Octavia Spencer (right) star in critically heralded Hidden Figures, which was widely released on Jan. 6. QLQJZDVIXQQ\DQGSRLJQDQW
The best scene was when evtresses. Taraji P. Henson, Octavia tained her dignity in situations that 6SHQFHUSUREDEO\P\IDYRULWHDFBY TREVER MCKENZIE
HU\RQH
ZDV ZDLWLQJ IRU *OHQQ
would
embarrass
most.
She
played
tress
ever,
was
a
blast
to
watch
as
Staff Writer
Spencer and Janelle Monáe, as a
%HFN
WR
UHVSRQG WR 1$6$ ² LW
.DWKHULQHVRIWO\WKURXJKRXWPRVW
Dorothy
Vaughn.
She
brought
a
,I ,KDG WRUDWHHidden Figures, whole unit, portrayed their charZDVWHQVHDQGSRZHUIXO7KHPXRI

WKH
PRYLH
ZKLFK
JDYH
SRZHU
very
quiet
power
to
her
roles,
nev,·G KDYH WR XVH PDWK WKDW GRHVQ·W acters in inspiring ways, juxtaposexist. The movie, unlike many be- LQJ WKH KLJKFODVV DUWLÀFLDOLW\ RI  to her incredible bathroom speech HU OHWWLQJ WKH FRQÀGHQFH RI  WKH sical score being replaced with a
IRUH LW DEVROXWHO\ OLYHG XS WR WKH the white ‘60s with vibrant Black DQG JDYH SRLVH DQG FRQÀGHQFH characters she portrayed exceed city quiet, with characters waiting
GXULQJWKHPRYLH·VÀQDOPRPHQWV their poise. She delivered great with held breath, was unbelievincredible hype. I watched this personalities.
zingers with class and respect, and ably memorable, and everyone in
The women danced, sang, RI VXFFHVVDQGJUDQGHXU
movie with my mom. She cried at
Throughout
the
movie,
she
her reserved but unabashed per- the theater was shell-shocked the
OHDVW WKUHH WLPHV DQG , HYHQ IHOW prayed, cried and celebrated, but
whole time.
SRUWUD\HG
WKH
VWUHVV
RI

WKH
MRE
VRQDOLW\LVDOZD\VIXQWRZDWFK
LQWKHPLGVWRI LWDOOWKH\VKRZHG
like crying, too. There was some- xaviernewswire.com
Hidden Figures did exactly what
RQ
KHU
IDFH
EHWWHU
WKDQ
PRVW
DFJanelle
Monáe
brought
sharpthing so abnormally compelling determination and wit when solvit
wanted:
to show us the struggle
tresses
ever
could,
a
testament
to
ness
and
spiciness
to
her
role
as
LQ WKLV UHQGLWLRQ RI  .DWKHULQH * LQJ VRPH RI  WKH PRVW GLIÀFXOW
RI

.DWKHULQH
-RKQVRQ DQG LPher
commitment.
Her
charm
was
Mary
Jackson.
I
silently
cheered
-RKQVRQ·VWLPHDW1$6$WKDWSUR- SUREOHPV WKDW IDFHG 1$6$·V HQmortalize
her
amazing
work that
undeniable,
and
any
time
she
was
when
she
walked
into
an
all-white
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BY CARLY MULERT
Staff Writer

New Year’s resolutions are something that we as college
students need. It gives us a brand new start and a new goal
to achieve. Coming off of winter break and jumping back
into school is tough, but having a goal to work toward outside of academia can take some stress off. The point of having a resolution is to better oneself. It’s a clean slate at the
beginning of the year, so why not do some new things for
the new year?
A New Year’s resolution can be simple. It can be studying a little more or joining a new club. It can also be more
complex, like aiming to get a 4.0 or getting an A on every
essay. You could pick one to better your health, like going
to the gym more or cutting back on Cheetos. Whatever it is,
you should know that a New Year’s resolution is a positive
thing. It reminds us that this is a new semester and a new
year and that now is a great time to try to change for the better. Setting expectations for a semester is important. You
can achieve so much more than you could ever imagine.
Having a New Year’s resolution can bring out the best in
people and can really help in decision making throughout
the year.

BY SHANNON PRICE
Guest Writer

It is the age-old (or perhaps just as old as
Hallmark) question: when is it time to take
down the holiday decorations? Is it when the
FDUROHUVVWRSFRPLQJ",VLWZKHQÀRZHUVEHJLQ
to sprout and your neighbors cease pretending
they aren’t judging you?
Here’s your answer: the lights can stay. But
WKRVH LQÀDWDEOHV" 7KH\ KDYH JRW WR JR E\ WKH
New Year.
Lights can be classy. They don’t even have to
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year long.
 ,QÀDWDEOHV" 7KH\¶UH FXWH EXW WKH\¶UH NLQG
of like that snowman that you drunkenly built
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he started to melt, turned gray and got whoknows-what stuck in his belly. Frosty became
a heart-wrenching reminder of snow-days-lost,
clinging to the last shreds of his dignity, just like
WKHNLGWKDWVOHSWVWUDLJKWWKURXJKKLV¿UVWFODVV
this week.
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he needs to take a well-deserved nap until next
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